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DiIsEASES OF ANIMALS. 


Some weeks since we drew attention to the ap- 
pearance in England and Ireland of cases of Epi- 
zootic Lymphangitis—a contagious disease not 
previously recognised in Great Britain, brought here 
from South Africa. We concluded our note by ask- 
ing—What will the Board of Agriculture do? and 
we confess the question was put with an absolute 
conviction that the Board would do nothing. To 
our utter astonishment a circular letter has been 
issued to Local Authorities advising them of the 
existence of this disease, shortly stating the symp- 
toms and the resemblance to farcy. The letter 
says—‘ The Board consider that the widest publi- 
city should be given to the fact that every horse 
with a chronic “thick leg”” on which sores are pre- 
sent is to be suspected of being affected either with 
Epizootic Lymphangitis or with farcy.” 

This extraordinary activity on the part of the Board in 
the interests of horseowners should not be allowed to 
pass unnoticed. It is not the novelty of the new depar- 
ture which strikes us so much as its potentialities. 

Suppose the Board applied its nate aroused activi- 
hes to other diseases, and that they did so with some 
sense of proportion, what would happen! There have 
been seven cases of this new lymphangitis, and the 
Board issues a circular to all Local Authorities. Last 
year there were nearly 3,000 cases of glanders, and four 
or five human beings lost their lives in consequence. 
Suppose the Board some day heard of these cases, and 
Were informed that for 35 years legislation had attemp- 
ted to control them but failed. The supposition is, of 
course, far fetched, but after this circular letter referring 
to Six cases of a not very dangerous disease, it is diffi- 
cult to say what the Board might not do concerning the 
disease which killed 3,000 horses and half-a-dozen men 
I one year, 

It Is Just possible we may never see another case of 
the disease imported from South Africa. It is certain 
bee ee See Plenty of the old scourge, in fact this year 

tin « ready given 100 outbreaks—a number, in the 
ime, not equalled for some years past. 

omiet on also that Anthrax continues slowly to 
ite - om increase, whilst nothing is done to control 

Switte ed c . infected bones, hides, grain, wool, and hair. 
ie ah oo not increasing—a condition “probabl y 
minster ee tivities of the Board. From 7he West- 

rizette we quote— 
“Humorous remarks were made at yesterday's 
eens of the Dover Town Council. They arose out 
ene g from the Board of Agriculture, suggesting 
sales en a view to the restriction of swine fever, the 
should call upon the owners of pigs within the 


rough, and ascertain whether the animals are in 
Sood health.”’ 


Dov 

e t ole, ‘ x i 

pathol laughed, and no wonder. The policeman as 
sist has long been a weakness of the Board of 

“It 1s a danger too. 


Agriculture 


RUPTURE OF THE HEART: THREE CASES. 


By Henry Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., 


New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


Case I.—The subject was a bay cob about 14 
hands. 

Mistory.—The owner said the animal had been 
suffering from a “cold” and had been kept in for a 
few days. The day previous to my visit the stable- 
man reported that he had been particularly lively 
when led out. That day, however, he had refused 











his midday feed, and when looked at at about 5 or 
6 o’clock he appeared to be in great pain. I was 
sent for at 7.15 p.m and saw him a quarter of an 
hour later. 

State on examination.—The animal was standing 
in a Shed, and the examination was conducted by 
means of the light from a flickering lantern. The 
amimal appeared greatly distressed, the eyes were 
staring, and white froth was streaming from both 
nostrils. He was continually throwing up his head 
so that the froth had bespattered the walls and 
ground. Sometimes he would arch the neck and 
then the froth would be ejected in increased 
quantity. By the dim and uncertain light I at first 
sight mistook the froth for vomited matter coming 
down the nose, but on closer examination I saw that 
the pony was fighting for breath. The mouth was 
partially open and the angles of the lips were re- 
tracted. The mucous membrane of the mouth was 
almost white, but the conjuctiva was not quite so 
pale as the mouth. The pulse at the sub-maxillary 
artery could not be felt, neither could the heart 
sounds be detected. This latter was hindered, at 
any rate, by the caput muscles twitching. The 
animal was bedewed with a cold sweat, and the 
respiratory movements were greatly exagerated. 

The animal died somewhere about 9 p.m.; he 
fell down on his knees and died without a struggle. 
The froth which escaped from the nostrils after 
some time condensed into a bright red serous 
liquid. 

Post-mortem examination made next afternoon. 
Intestines normal; spleen much enlarged and black 
in colour; venous system generally engorged with 
blood. The lungs were congested (nothing more 
on microscopic examination), but there was no 
froth in the bronchi now. The pericardial sac was 
distended with blood, but this had not eseapel into 
the pleural cavity. The right auricle at its superior 
part had a rupture one inch long by half-an-ineh 
broad: the edges of the tear were ragged. The 
four cavities of the heart were almost empty. The 
heart muscle was fairly soft and slightly yellow. 
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Case II.—The subject was a heavy cart mare, 
aged. 

History. —The owner said the animal had 
“dropped down dead’ whilst working in a cart in 
the field. I understand there were no premonitory 
symptoms, the animal falling in the shafts and 
dying immediately. This occurred at 3 p.m. and 
the post-mortem examination was made at 9-45 next 
morning. 

Post-mortem.— The intestines and abdominal 
organs appeared healthy. On opening the chest 
cavity it was seen to contain a large quantity of 
blood, estimated at two or three gallons. There was 
a rupture in the right auricle and in the pericardium 
covering it, the length of the rent being four inches. 
The heart was a little hypertrophied; the walls of 
the auricles were thinner than normal; the heart 
musclelooked slightly fatty. 


Case III.—This occurred in a cart horse under 
treatment fora dietetic trouble. Symptoms of heart 
trouble appeared and the proximate cause of death 
was a ruptare of the right auricle. Amongst other 
symptoms of heart disease, this horse, for a day or 
two before his death had vertiginous or fainting fits 
along with clonic spasms of the pectoral muscles 
on the left side. The day he died he staggered and 
then fell down. When down he struggled and 
sweated, his flanks heaved, and he was unable to 
rise even with plenty of assistance. There seemed 
to be an almost complete loss oi power in the 
anterior limbs. He contiuued knocking himself 
about, but his struggles became weaker. Eventually 
the eyes became amaurotic, the mucous membranes 
pale. He had fallen down at 10 a.m. and he died 
at 4.30 p.m. 

I did not make a post-mortem examination in 
this case, but the heart was brought to me by the 
slaughterman. The heart looked hypertrophied, 
but its walls were thinner than normal, the heart 
muscle was soft and very friable and yellow in 
colour. The cavities were dilated. The aortic and 
pulmonary valves were normal, but both bicuspid 
and tricuspid valves had nodular thickenings. The 
tricuspid was more affected, one nodule being over 
a quarter of an inch thick. In the right auricle 
there was a rupture about four inches long. 

In this case I am unable to state from the 
slaughterman’s description whether the escaping 
blood had been confined by the pericardial sac or 
had flowed into the thorax. This case most likely 
was similar to Case I, the hemorrhage occurring 
into the pericardial sac. 

eemarks on the three cases. In each case the 
part of the heart which ruptured was the right 
auricle. Rupture of the auricle along with rupture 
of the pericardial sac (Case II) would seem to be 
instantly fatal. Rupture of the auricle with intact 
pericardial sac «Case I) apparently results in death 
being postponed for an hour or two. 

These findings, then, eorroborate the generally 
accepted results of rupture of the heart and also 
the situation of the lesion. 


THE TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER. 


Some practitioners appear to achieve a far greater 
degree of success in the treatment of milk fever 
than others. Judging by the contradictory reports 
we read on the subject, we are in doubt as to the 
real state of affairs. 

It may be that some have a “run of luck” and so 
are able to record a large number of recoveries, 
naturally they “praise the bridge as they go over 
it’’ and feel confident that they have arrived at the 
correct treatment. Perhaps they are fortunate in 
being called in early, before some zealous pupil of a 
popular veterinary lecturer has tried his “ prentice 
hand.” Or, it may be rational to believe that there 
is a variety in the type of this disease in different 
localities. 

We have had the good fortune from time to time 
to experience the “run of luck,’ even before the 
treatment of the udder came into vogue, and we 
imagined the chloral treatment was the correct one. 
But alas! at other times there was a run of misfor- 
tune, and the “wings of our reputation were clip- 
ped” as case after case became moribund. We 
were want to dispense the “ specific” in two bot- 
tles, one coloured red and the other blue, and cer- 
tainly so long as it lasted it was a financial 
success. 

The advent of injection of the udder brought a 
fresh degree of success, and we obtained a con- 
siderable degree of kudos, as some apparently hope- 
less cases recovered. Of course there were many 
cases in the very earliest stages of the disease that 
also recovered, and we claimed a liberal share of 
skill for bringing them round. After injecting the 
udder, and pumping in a full guantum of air, a pin, 
judiciously applied to the spine often has the effect 
of causing the animal to rise, and, méirabile dicti, the 





case is cured. 

We prefer chinosol to potassium iodide, for cer- 
tain reasons. The latter is apt to cause mammilts, 
and in the hands of the amateur such a result is by 
/no means uncommon. It may do good by teaching 
him a lesson in that respect. Chinosol looks better, 
has a distinct smell and colour, and in the tablet 
form appears scientific. Besides, on many large 
farms, iodide of potassium is now kept in case “ 
it Wl 


| veterinary surgeon should forget to bring 
him; itis better to “ring the changes” and sport@ 
‘new drug. It is probable that in a short time We 
‘shall be employing some new French antiseptic ! 
| the purpose. 
' Recently, while attending a case of milk fever, We 
were informed by a farm attendant that in a large 
stock farm which he had iately left every ¢ase é 
milk fever was cured, and as a special favour he 
stated that the stuff used was “ chlory hydrar. ear 


'from a farm labourer will show that popular vetel!- 
nary knowledge is increasing. 

| While our experience of the udder te 
milk fever is distinctly satisfactory 45 © 
| with the results of other methods of te 
there is still much to be learned with re 
those cases that do not recover, even Wit 
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of care. Of course it is the exception to get cases 
in the first stages of the disease, as the Irish farmer 
does not believe in early treatment, and likes to 
“have a try” himself before indulging in the luxury 
of a veterinary attendant. So the patient is dosed 
with salts, whisky, pepper, gruel, etc., and when 
the veterinary surgeon arrives he probably finds the 
animal half-poisoned, or suffering from mechanical 
bronchitis. 

One of the greatest difficulties the veterinary sur- 
geon has to contend with is the constant desire of 
the owners of animals to administer medicines in 
some form or other. Many cases of milk fever 
which might have some chance of recovery if left | 
alone die from mechanical bronchitis. It is certainly | 
very annoying to find on a second visit the animal | 
standing up but showing unmistakable symptoms | 
of mechanical bronchitis. 

Another very troublesome sequel is to find the | 
patient able to hold up her head and to feed, but | 
affected with paralysis of both hind limbs, which re- | 
sists every form of treatment. 

As previously remarked, there are cases of milk 
fever which succumb under any form of treatment. 
Of course the majority of such cases do not receive 
professional attention in the early stages. 

It is not often that a farmer’s cow is of sufficient | 
value to repay the expense of a second visit. If. 
you are enthusiastic enough you may attend, but | 
you may whistle for the fee, especially if the patient 
dies. Even in the case of a suc essful result, it is | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


black-quarter vaccine, and special instructions for 
administering same ; needless to say he was inform- 
ed that no amateur could carry out the process, and 
we had a field day with the cattle. But we might 
be accused of economising the truth, had he met 
some County Councillors, fresh from the atmosphere 
of some country hamlet, where the golden rules of 
the popular veterinary lecturer had taken root and 
brought forth good fruit. 

A practical hint for the junior practitioner to re- 
member is not to be ina hurry to send for the 
butcher when a éase of milk fever appears hopeless. 
Give the case as serious an aspect as you can, but 
avoid a dogmatic opinion as to whether it will prove 
hopeless or otherwise. We have seen a case to 
stand up, while the butcher was sharpening his 
knife outside. Guarded opinions are golden with 
respect to this disease, and the accuracy of the 
aphorism—* Experience is iallacious and judgment 
difficult’ has been demonstrated on more occasions 
than one. 

E. Wauuis Hoare. 








A NOTE ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF 
LYMPHANGITIS OF THE HORSE AND OX. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


Beyond the farey lymphangitis, the ordinary 


often hard enough to persuade the owner to “ part” | lymphangitis or weed, wound lymphang'tis from 


for one attendance. | 


‘sores about the neck and shoulders, and strangles 


The treatment of cases in suburban districts is | lymphangitis, there areother forms, one of which is 


different, you get some thanks for your pains, anda 
practical stimulus to your enthusiasm. 


have some chance of getting your instructions car- | 


ittracting a little attention in this country. I 


You also mean the Epizootic lymphangitis or Neapolitan, or 


\frican farey, described for the first time by Pehrson, 


red out, and neighbours are not so ready to give of Sweden, and afterwards by military veterinary 
their valuable (?) assistance, and last but not least surgeons in France and Algeria. 


you get paid. | 


Rivolta, in 1873, found the cryptococcus in the 


An important question arises, viz., should injec- pus and tumours, and along with Micellone, in 1883, 
ion of the udder be the only treatment adopted ? published an important article on the disease as it 
We have seen cases in which no good results could , occurred in Italy. Since then it has been found not 
be observed, but the careful administration of full only in France and Algeria, but also in Japan, 
oses of carbonate of ammonia seemed to work India, Russia, Dutch East Indies, Finland, Egypt, 


Wonders. But the extreme danger of careless (¢ 


raudeloupe, South Africa, and finally Great Britain. 


drenching has to be kept in mind, and generally It not only attacks the horse, but also mule and 


Speaking it is wiser to depend on the injection sometimes the ox. 
and sometimes the mucous membranes. 


alone, 


Just as in the treatment of any other disease, no 


The lesions are found in the skin 


Besides the forms of lymphangitis that I have 


ogmatic rules can be laid down, and it lies with mentioned above there is another form—U/lcerous 


will 


at gr ; 
the commencement, as well as the injection. 
“8 to the modus operandi of chloral in this disease, 


the discretion of the practitioner as to whether he /ymphangitis h is im | 
administer one or two doses of chloral hydrate epizootic lymphangitis, is liable to be mistaken for 
farcy. 


which is important, as it, like the 


It is due to the bacillus of caseous suppuration, as 


although many theories have been advanced, we is the pustular dermatitis, also termed contagious 
Still await the correct one. And some large stock- acne or Canadian skin disease of the horse, and the 


OWners ct; : J ; 
mee still send in the bottles to be refilled with the ¢ 
and blue mixtures, and state that the two doses 


aseous disease or caseous lymphangitis of sheep. 
It has been found in France, but perhaps in other 


We cured cases of the disease. Of course inject- countries it has been confounded with farey, which 


Ing the udder 


is more remunerative to us, as pro- it simulates very much. 


However, as with epizootic 


*ssional attendance is necessarv: we have been lvmphangitis, ulcerous lymphangitis, gives no re- 


asked on sun 
Injection, |} 


on ut out of respect for the business side of 
r calling 


we had firmly but respectfully declined. d 


dry occasions to lend the syringe for action to mallein. 


Farcy of the ox, due toa streptothrix, is a chronic 
isease characterised by a suppurative inflamma- 


luite recently a client telegraphed for a supply of tion of the superficial lymphatic glands and vessels. 
. oD a * 
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At one time it used to occurcommonly in France, but 
is rarer now. It is seen in Mauritius and Guade- 
lope. 

In 1886 1 saw on a farm in Nottinghamshire a 
chronic form of lymphangitis occurring in cows, but 
could not say to what it was due. Perhaps it was 
a tubercular lymphangitis? 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


FILARIA IN THE Ox. 


Dr. Fautin, C.V.S., Trieste, has frequently 
noticed filaria labiato papillosa in the abdominal 
cavity of the ox without causing any pathogenic 
anatomical lesion, but when in large quantities in 
the peritoneum it sets up diarrhcea and nausea in 
the host. 

One day an ox was slaughtered at the Trieste 
abattoir, in the small intestine of which were 
nematodes, which after being taken out and washed 
were found to resemble in form and size the filariz 
previously noticed free in the peritoneal cavity, 
although the text books do not mention intestinal 
habitat. Prof. Stossisch, the eminent helmintho- 
logist, identified the specimen as a female filaria 
labiato papillosa.—La Clin. Vét. 

F. E. P. 


RuprurRE OF THE UTERUS IN THE MARE AND 

Cow.—By M. G. de Bruty. 

(Continued from page 462.) 

«i tiology.—As predisposing causes of rupture of 
the uterus everything must be taken into account 
that weakens the resistance of the wall of the 
uterus. 

There must be considered : 

(a) Sub-peritoneal and intermuscular hemor- 
rhages. If parturition is long continued and the 
foetus is pressed against the entrance to the pelvis 
by contractions of the uterus and abdominal pres- 
sure, then slight extravasations of blood arise at the 
passage in the cervix. At times intermuscular 
hematoma arise through the great pressure. If 
parturition is accomplished without great traction 
and no wounds of the mucous membrane arise 
with uterine infection then the haematomas will be 
quickly reabsorbed during the involution stage. 
That by this the resistance of the uterus during 
birth is lessened is very likely. 

(b) Impairment of circulation after torsio uteri. 
Pressure of the uterus round its long axis causes 
stoppage of circulation, especially where the 
mesometrium supports it, also in the upper and 
hinder segments. If torsion is remedied and some 
time occurs between it and birth then the circu- 
lation is quickly restored and the resisting power of 
the uterus is again almost normal. The danger of 
rupture is greatest during torsion and immediately 
after its relief. s 

(c) Anteversio-uteri with inflexion. 


(c) . If the long 
axis of the uterus makes an angle of 90 


pendulous abdomens, then the expulsive force in 


parturition is brought into play under the most un- 
favourable conditions. 

There is another deviation which one encounters 
here. After the liquor amnii has partly flowed 
away from the uterus in this condition, and the 
fundus portion of the uterus has contracted, the tube 
like portion that lies in front of the pelvic edge 
doubles itself into its lumen. (See Fig. III.) The 




















Fic. I1I.—-Anteversio Uteri with inflexion. 


hinder uterine segment then forms a fold which in 
some cases reaches to the opposite uterine wall. 
One does not notice this fold until the head and fore 
part of the foetus pass over the fold into the passage, 
and then all will go well if the foetus passes easily 
through. If strong pressure occurs then the fold 
tears and one notices on exploration post-partum @ 
rent of the hinder uterine segment. These cases 0 
inflexion of the uterus are often not diagnosed. 
They clear up cases of rupture of the uterus in @ 
normal position of the foetus, and where little trac- 
tion has been necessary to extract the faetus. 

(d) Fatty infiltration of the uterine wall causes 
a weakness. It is the experience of many vetell- 
nary surgeons that in fat cows and the cattle ol 
commerce, rupture of the uterus occurs more than 
in lean cows. That in these patients more case 
occur in one year than in another year must per 
haps be ascribed to this circumstance. ali 

(ec) In some abnormal positions of the * 
great pressure becomes exerted on the hinder 
uterine segment, and on that account danger of : 
rupture is increased. Such positions are — 
preseatation, fore feet in the passage and hea¢ s 
one side, and the transverse back presentation. °" 
well from cases recorded in literature #5 - 
those ocewring in my own experience, | find thé 


Fe .. , first, 
these abnormal positions, and especially the 
often result in rupture of the uterus. te 

may 


Among direct causes in the first line 





eer ’ with the; placed those where the foetus suddenly as 
long axis of the body as happens in animals with fresh position and the mother throws herse 


sumes a 
lf down 
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or suddenly fails on one side or the other. Such 
cases often occur. In the second line may be 
placed as direct causes attempts at reposition of the 
hind legs of the foetus in breech presentations. In 
these pressure is exerted on the hind portions of 
the calf and great pressure is caused on the anterior 
uterine segment. If in breech presentation a noose 
is put round the fetlock and pulled on, and one is 
not careful that the heel is pressed forwards and 
outwards, then by this rough method, often employed 
by empirics, the heel is pressed against the hinder 
uterine segment and tears it. The danger is yet in- 
creased if in the last named abnormal position the 
amniotic liquor has completely gone and the uterus 
aiso closes round the calf. Also a rent may arise, 
in embryotomy on a normal lying calf, if in order to 
gain room the head of the calf is shoved back into 
the uterus and a fore leg with great traction drawn 
from the skin. Tapken relates such a case.—Ex. 
Berliner Thierdrzt Woch. 


(T’o be continued.) 








THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The ordinary monthly meeting was held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons on Thursday, January 
ith, Mr. R. Porch, the President, occupying the chair. 
There were present: Messrs. A. L. Butters, J. Rowe, 
F.G. Samson, C. H. Sheather, F. C. Mahon, W. Hunt- 
ing, J. B. Hare, H. A. MacCormack, R. Butler, A. R. 
Routledge, R.A. Philp, P. S. Howard, C. E. Wells, 
W. L. Harrison, P. W. D. Smith, A. Neish, J. S. 
Hurndall, A. E. Bayley, 8. F. Spencer, J. A. Gosling, 
H. Gray, W. R. Clarke, F. Mosedale, and E. Lionel 
Stroud, Hon. Sec., and three visitors. 

On the motion of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by Mr. 
P.S. Howard, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

_ A letter was read from Mr. W. Perryman. regretting 
inability to be present at the meeting. 

A letter was read from the Royal Institute of Public 
Health with regard to the Congress at Folkestone in 
July next, and also a letter from the Sanitary Institute 
informing the Society that the twenty-second Congress 
of that body would be held in Glasgow in July. 

. ue proposition of Mr. A. L. Butters, seconded by 
= - L. Stroud, the Secretary, the question of appoint- 

5 delegates was postponed to the next meeting. 


Morspip SPECIMENS. 


ame ROUTLEDGE brought to the notice of the members 
_ tat nly mounted specimens of dental abnor- 
* serves « ~ first was a well-marked example of 
a farmer ~ 1” from a three-year-old filly, bought from 
signifien, vho failed to recognise the condition or its 
came very 7 : ¥y turned her out to grass, but she be- 
ditch and ‘eak and emaciated, and finally fell into a 

and died. The front of the upper central and 


| great pain and had to be slaughtered. 


The third specimen was another example of super- 
numerary dentition. All the incisors of both jaws were 
more or less displaced, and there were two extra in- 
cisors in the upper jaw. 

The fourth specimen has seven incisors in the top jaw, 
the left half showing four teeth and the lateral being 
doubled by what appeared to be a retained temporary 
tooth. On the right side there was a normal central, 
the lateral similar to the retained lateral on the left side, 
and a corner tooth of great width which appeared to be 
composed of the fused normal lateral and corner incisor 
teeth. 

The fifth specimen was a very curious looking mouth. 
The top jaw contained four teeth, the left corner and 
the right lateral incisors having been shed by age. The 
incisors of the lower jaw were spread apart and the 
tushes were of unequal sizes, the right being about four 
times as large as the left. 

The sixth specimen had four incisors in the lower jaw, 
and Mr. Routledge inclined to the opinion that there 
were never more, as there was no evidence of the other 
two having been shed. Owing to the upper centrals 
being unopposed they had become abnormally long, and 
had driven the lower lateral teeth apart. 

Inthe seventh specimen that of an aged mare’s mouth, 
an example was shown of one of the stable vices. The 
mare was addicted to the habit of “ weaving ” and at the 
same time running her teeth along the iron manger, and 
in consequence the upper incisors had been worn into a 
semi-circle, 

Major BurLer exhibited specimens of Ecraseurs, 
designed for the operation of Ovariotomy, consisting 
of a straight tube without corners. The works were 
inside the tube and the apparatns was easily handled in 
the operation. 

Mr. R. A. Partie exhibited a liver weighing fourteen 
ounces taken from an eleven weeks puppy of the Old 
sheep dog breed. The dog was noticed to be very dull, 
and rapidly became prostrate and died in about eight 
hours. 

Mr. A. FE. Bayiey showed specimens of the fore feet 
of a horse which had suffered from acute iaminitis, 
which showed in a very marked degree the well-known 
pathological condition of the enormous deposit pressing 
on the bone, almost through the sole, and also showed 
the marked condition of a hoof left entirely to nature, 
there having been no surgical interference with the 
case. In the horny box there was suppuration, and 
necrosis of the bone, a large piece of the pedal bone 
being necrosed. There was an absence of any outer 
hoof rings, the wall being perfectly plain. 

The PRESIDENT complimented Mr. Routledge on the 
manner in which his specimens were mounted and con- 
sidered that most of them were unique. He agreed 
with Mr. Routledge that in the specimens showing the 
eight incisors they were milk teeth retained. 

Mr, Bayxey desired an opinion as to the length of 
time the horse had suffered from laminitis. The history 
was that of a first attack, the horse actually dying from 
the disease. 

Mr. A. L. Burrers had seen a somewhat similar case 
of laminitis in a horse a great many years ago, and he 
was of opinion that the animal had been affected for at 
least six months. The horse he had mentioned was in 
The bone could 
he touched with the finger. He thought the thanks of 
the Society were due to Mr. Routledge for his interesting 





ater, iain eis . 
pec Mcisors were much worn by contact with the 
and during prehension. 


“Second specimen was one with ten incisors in the 
and Mr, Routledge considered that the extra 
probably the retained temporary centrals and 

© permanent centrals were just making their 
¢, their eruption being delayed by the reten- 
porary teeth. 


top jaw, 
our Were 
laterals, 

“pearance 
On of the te 


and unique specimens of diseased teeth. They were 
some of the most exaggerated forms he had ever seen, 
and their value was much enhanced by the beautiful 
way in which they were mounted. With regard to the 
Ecraseur it appeared to ‘be a very useful instrument. 
The liver shown by Mr. Philp was well worth studying, 
and it wasa pity that there was not more pathological 
information, especially microscopical, with regard to it. 
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The PrestpENt asked how long the disease had existed 
before the horse died ? 

Mr. BayLey said some five or six months. When he 
was called to see the horse it was supposed to be a 
second acute attack, and the animal was 77 ertremzs. 

The PrestpENT imagined that the disease had been in 
existence a considerable time. 


ELECTION OF FELLOWs. 
Mr. J. Wittert, of 6 Harley Place, W., and Mr. A. E. 
SaNusTER of 141 Finchley Road, were unanimously 
elected Fellows of the Society. 


THE SANITARY CONGRESS AT BRADFORD :— REPORT OF 
THE DELEGATES. 

The SecrRETARY read the following report : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—-As your delegates to 
the Congress of the Sanitary Institute, held at Brad- 
ford in July, we now submit to you the following 
report. 

On the evening of July 7th we were present at the 
inaugural address given by the President of the Con- 
gress, the Earl of Stamford. He dwelt at great length 
on the subject of hygiene, particularly as applied to the 
factory and workshop, and to home and school life. Also 
the subjects of consumption, and the treatment and 
disposal of sewage received special attention at his 
hands, and of the latter he urged that it was one of the 
most important aims of sanitary science to deal with it 
effectually. 

The veterinary section was ably presided over by Mr. 
C. Drabble, M.R.C.V.S., who gave an excellent address 
on veterinary sanitary science. He spoke of those 
diseases communicably from animal to man. 

In treating of the subject of Tuberculosis he empha- 
sized the unfairness that existed towards the butchers. 
He considered that they should not bear the whole loss 
upon the carcase of a beast that had been seized by the 
local authorities as showing evidence of tuberculosis 
which would only be apparent after slaughter, and not at 
the time of purchase. In conclusion he urged the ad- 
visability of a veterinary surgeon on the professional 
staff of every local authority. 

The following papers were read : 

1. The Slaughtering of Animals for Human Food, 

by Mr. Holburn. 

2. The Collection, Distribution, and Contamination 

of Milk, by Mr. Brittlebank. 

3. The Disposal of Dead Animals, by Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. Holburn gave an exhaustive treatise on the 
various methods of slaughter adopted, and said that 


| R 7 ‘ 
| Sanitary Authorities, as being harmful to the human 


subject. 

The paper of Mr. Shaw respecting the disposal of dead 
animals from a sanitary point of view, was more in the 
nature of a treatise dealing with the disposal of dead 
animals as related to large towns, particularly to 
London. He pointed out the serious predicament 
London would be in if the Company which now holds 
the monopoly of the knacker’s business “ were to close 
their gates and refuse to do business.” He further states 
in his paper that “when a question of public health is 
at stake there ought to be no reason why the municipal 
authorities could not buy up or compensate the present 
owners, and do this work themselves in a proper manner 
either at a profit or even at a loss.” 

In country districts he was of opinion that the death 
of all animals should be registered and notice should be 
given to the sanitary authorities. Disposal of a carcase 
without the sanction of the sanitary authority should be 
a punishable offence. The object being to prevent car- 
cases being buried near water-courses, or in any likely 
place where drinking water might be contaminated. 

The discussions on all three papers were well sus- 
tained, but we regret to say that the section was badly 
attended, very few members of the profession being 
present. Weare of opinion that greater good would 
would result to the profession and to the public if the 
veterinary delegates met and discussed with the 
medical profession conjointly, as at Liverpool. 

In conclusion, we thank the Fellows for the honour 
in selecting us to represent them at the Congress, and 
trust that our report will meet with approval. 

JAMES Rowe. 
WALTER PERRYMAN. 


On the proposition of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr 
MacCormack, a vote of thanks was accorded to the dele- 
gates for their report. 

Mr. A. L. Burrers, who was appointed to represent 
the Society at the Congress of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health at Liverpool, said that unfortunately he 
was unable tobe present owing to ill-health. He tele- 
graphed to the President to see if he would appoint 
another delegate, but the President thought tlfere was 
no time, and the Society was not represented, but the 
veterinary profession took a prominent part In the 
assembly. 

OBITUARY. 


The Secrerary drew the attention of members to the 
loss of a very esteemed Fellow of the Society, Mr. John 
Rickards. Although Mr. Rickards was not a very fe 
quent attendant at the meetIngs, when he did attend he 





although the methods adopted by the Jewish butchers 
appear somewhat barbarous they are probably most 
humane ; owing to the sudden cessation of the blood 
to the brain unconciousness supervenes almost immedi- 
ately. Rigor mortis is said to set in sooner and to last 
longer when the animal is so slaughtered, consequently 
the meat is preserved from decomposition for a longer 
period, 


Mr. Brittlebank spoke of the various sources of con- | 


tamination of milk. He emphasized the carelessness 
displayed by dairy attendants regarding the cleanliness 
of hands and clothing, the dirty condition of many 
cowsheds and the want of grooming and attention to the 
cows themselves. He strongly advocated a more 
rigorous enforcement of the Dairy, Cowsheds, and 
Workshops Order. He contended that milk should be 
refrigerated as soon as possible, and so prevent the in- 
crease of bacteria in so suitable a medium. jacteria 


under ordinary conditions increase with an alarming 
rapidity, some samples of milk showing several hundred 
thousand a few hours after withdrawal from the cow 
He advocated that samples of milk containing more than 
30,000 bacteria per ¢.c. should be dealt with by the 


always brought with him an interesting and incea 
' subject, or a post-mortem specimen. In his own netg!r 
| bourhood great reliance was placed upon hls opinion, 
| and the veterinary profession in general and the Society 
|in particular, were losers by his death. He moved 
| that a letter of condolence should be sent to his mothe! 
| and widow. : 
Mr. J. Rowk seconded the motion, which 
| mously carried. 


was unalilr 


On tHE Eriotocy AND SoME oF THE PHASES OF 
: >CVS. 
CANINE DisteMper.—By HENRY GRAY, MRC. 


RESUMED DIscussIoN. 


Mr. Witutam Huntrné said that although phe vient 
an expert on pathology or bacteriology he knew phar so 
about it to be able to say generally that the praee 
ought to be thankful to Mr. Gray for the guar te 
was a distinct addition to the literature of canine a a 
logy, the symptoms and etiology and of gr -reeer ore’ 
ing never been so well described as in Mr. Gray ee on 
bution. Probably on account of his special ignoral 
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the subject he did not quite follow Mr. Gray, but what 
he had to say might have one good effect in that it 
would enable the author to utterly demolish his argu- 
ments in his reply. Mr. Gray said that the disease had 
been shown to be of bacterial origin, but Mr. Hunting 
was not sure that bacteriology had to be given the credit 
of having discovered the cause. Clinical observers knew 
perfectly well that the disease was contagious, and argu- 
ing from the analogy of other diseases they perfectly 
well knew that there must be a virus or specific poison 
or organism in distemper. Mr. Gray appeared to believe 
that the exact cause of the disease had been discovered 
by the bacteriologist, but Mr. Hunting was not quite 
sure that it was so. In some diseases no doubt the 
exact cause had been discovered. In distemper he did 
not think that the arguments were yet so firmly founded 
as to enable anyone to say that distemper depended on 
any one of the Pasteurella. No doubt bacteriologists 
found in distemper an organism which was_ properly 
grouped in the Pasteurella, but it was remarkable that 
in nearly all the other diseases in which the Pasteurella 
was acknowledged as a cause there was not only a 
definite germ but a definite set of symptoms, a definite 
disease ; whereas in distemper there was a set of symp- 
toms that were so irregular and so uncertain that it was 
extremely difficult to believe they could be all the pro- 
duct of one organism. Mr. Gray might say that that 
was not a fair way of putting the question, because it 
Was necessary to account not only for what the Pasteur- 
ella did, but what took place as the result of mixed in- 
fection afterwards. But that explained too much. If a | 
Pasteurella was capable of living in a dog without do- | 
ing him any harm at one time, and at another time was | 
capable of producing symptoms that were seldom seen in | 
cases of distemper, sometimes killing the dogs in a few | 
days, and at other times letting in a number of other 
organisms more evil than itself, it seemed to him the 
theory, if only the Pasteurella could be found, would ex- 
plain any disease. Given the Pasteurella, it weakened | 
in some way the animal, and then every other organism 
that Was in or near the dog at once took on a pathogenic | 
action. Certainly the whole of the symptoms of distem- 
per might be theoretically accounted for in that way. It 
‘eemed really too simple. But it did not apply to any 
other disease, and therefore he could not understand 
With certainty that it applied to distemper. Mr. Gray 
tid “Tt seems that a dog may have the infection cling- 
ing to his system for weeks and yet not suffer. This 
phenomenon agrees with that observed, microbiologi- 
‘ally and clinically, in various diseases affecting various 
‘pecies, for example, diphtheria.” Mr. Hunting knew 
that it was said that the diphtheria bacillus was found, 
had ey in the diphtheritic patient, but in a person who 
bye _— from diptheria, He was not a bacterio- 
not bok perhaps it was not right for him to say he did 
ubled ora There were so many bacteria that re- 
nae ye h other morphologically that unless he had 
* dm o idence, corroborated by three other bacter- 
the baciflt ha not gong to accept the statement of 
i “a, ne about in the system and doing no harm 
ee bidee a a u erculosis and glanders Mr. Gray claimed 
i ia in which a similar thing was seen, but 
thoueh th Seases changes took place in the lungs, even 
Osis and ok ae no symptoms, and therefore tubercu- | 
temper op liphth, were certainly not analogous to dis- | 
stone — ntheria. In all bacteriological research 
different in ‘ ~y was necessary. When half a dozen | 
covered a rae worked at a disease, and each dis- 
bacill; thane bacillus, and each of these different | 
toms on ei mo le of producing a certain set of symp- | 
as the ¢ oo Wation, he hesitated to accept one of them 
of ¢ Sal Organism ; he desired at least two or three | 


ose men to ; i it was ¢ 
. ; agre ee A t was a| 
ferman discs gree on one microbe. If it we 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


very he should prefer it corroborated by a 
and if it was discovered in America he 


should want at least two other men to corroborate it. 
As far as he could understand the causal organism of dis- 
temper had been recognised by Ligniéres, Phisalix, 
Copeman, and by Millais, and yet they all describe a 
different organism. None of them seemed to be corro- 
borated, and in the case of Millais and Copeman neither 
had been able to produce immunity, and the production 
of immunity was a very strong corroboration of a man 
having succeeded in obtaining the causal organism. 
Leaving the bacteriological part of the p.yer and com- 
ing to the clinical, he had very little fawic to tind with 
Mr. Gray’s account of the symptoms, but he suggested 
that the clinical symptoms of the disease hardly bore out 
the claim that the caysal organism had been discovered. 
In the first place it would be expected that with a causal 
organism the start of the disease would be always more 
or less the same, that the earliest symp‘oms would at 
any rate be somewhere about the same in nearly every 
case. But what was found? At one time it did no 
harm at all ; at another it caused gastritis and enteritis ; 
at another time it caused pneumonia, at another con- 
vulsions, at another time it killed by septiczemia in 24 





; hours without any definite symptoms at all, or very few. 


He was inclined to think that clinical observation rather 
upset the theory that the causal organism had been 
already recognised. Mr. Gray said it was a mistake to 
pin one’s faith on the clinical thermometer, and recent 
experience had shown him that Mr. Gray was right in 
saying so. For some years he had believed that the 





ditference between cases of ordinary catarrh and of dis- 
temper could be told by means of the thermometer, but 
he now knew that the thermometer might considerably 
mislead. As Mr. Gray said, there might be a rise of 
temperature lasting for 24 hours with hardly a symptom 
of the disease, and if the temperature was not taken just 


‘at that time there would be no recognition that there 
had been a rise of temperature at all. 


In many cases of 
unmistakable distemper when catarrhal symptoms were 
present there was no rise of temperature whatever. 
Those observations seemed to be a step forward. Another 
symptom referred to was the skin eruption. He agreed 
that the eruptive symptoms on the abdomen and thighs 
of a dog were very characteristic, that an eruption of a 
vesicular nature running on to pustules was certainly a 
definite symptom of distemper. But he was not sure 
that a merely papular eruption was such a symptom, 
and he felt very confident that there might be red spots 
on the abdomen and thighs that had nothing todo with 
distemper, but which were merely a local rash. The 
discovery of four red spots on the abdomen of a dog was 
not sufficient grounds for saying he had an attack of 
distemper, but if those red spots increased in size, be- 
came red and vesicular, he agreed that was a distemper 
rash. But the mere fact of a red spot eruption was cer- 
tainly not a symptom of distemper. 

Mr. Gray said he did not say it was. 

Mr. Huntine said that with regard to the animal 
being subject to a chill, a chill was a thing that could be 
generally found or supposed, and if an eruption in the 
form of two or three red spots evanesced it was account- 
ed for by achill, if they disappeared he took it that it 
was still to be considered a distemper eruption, and the 
disappearance might be accounted for in| many ways. 
According to Mr. Gray it was extremely difficu't to say 
when the rash was a distemper rash or when it was not, 
because it was no good being wise after the fact and say- 
ing when other symptoms developed that the rash which 
had appeared a fortnight previously was the predecessor 
of those symptoms. The dog might have had some flea 
bites a week before. Mr. Gray went on to say “ Fre- 
quently this primary eruption is the sole indication that 
distemper has taken place.” It was a curious thing 
that the Pasteurella should cause a primary eruption and 
no other symptoms. He was not inclined to allow that 
the Pasteurella, which did so little harm except in let- 
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ting in something else, could produce this specific erup- 
tion upon the abdomen and thighs of a dog. He looked 
upon the eruption when properly developed as_ specific, 
and if specific due to a causal organism, which Mr. Gray 
said was a Pasteurella,, but which he thought himself 
could hardly be the case, because he could not understand 
the mere primary eruption lasting for a day or two and 
being followed by no other symptoms. The catarrhal 
symptoms Mr. Gray looked upon as merely a secondary 
complication due to some pe organism. Whatever 
that other organism was that was the one Mr. Hunting 
accepted as the real cause of distemper, for he believed 
that the catarrhal symptoms were of all other symptoms 
the most definite and essential to establish the disease. 
That a dog might have enteric symptoms and very 
little else he confessed, with grief and sorrow, he knew 
to be the case. With regard to nervous symptoms, Mr. 
Gray said “convulsions or paralysis should be the first 
warning that the animal is not well.” And previously 
he had said that the primary eruption might be the sole 
indication that distemper had taken place. Was _ it 
possible to believe that one organism could behave like 
that? It appeared in one case and did no harm, it ap- 
peared in another and caused as its only symptom 
eruption. In the third case it caused fits. 

In conclusion Mr. Hunting agreed that Mr. Gray’s 
contribution to veterinary literature was an extremely 
useful one. 

Mr. BayLey wished to know if any kind of rash was 
alsolutely diagnostic of distemper, without being asso- 
ciated with other symptoms, such as catarrh. 

Mr. A. L. Butrrers declared that, like Mr. Hunting, 
he was no bacteriologist, and could say very little about 
the specific cause of this disease, but he could congratu- 
late the author upon the very excellent clinical and etio- 
logical account he had given of the disease. Although 
it was a long time since he had had to do with dogs, 
he could confirm the statement in the paper that of 
several puppies one might die suddenly and the post- 
mortem show worms ; the others might be taken ill and 
doctored for the same complaint, and when they all died 
no worms were found in any of them. 

Capt. BuTLer asked whether the eruption produced by 
inoculating the clear fluid derived from an eruption of 
another dog gave protection. 

Mr. Henry Gray, in reply, in answer to Col. Nunn, 
said that bacilli would not grow on the potato and 
therefore could not retain its virulency. With regard to 
the influence of climate and temperature, it made no 
difference whether dogs were brought from abroad or 
bred in the country, the disease was just as virulent. In 
a dog by itself the disease was not virulent, but when 
dogs were kept together it was very virulent and fatal. 
He was positive that the eruption gave immunity. Mr. 
Hunting’s criticisms had been severe, but he thought Mr. 
Hunting could not have read the paper very closely, be- 
cause it was stated in the paper that the Pasteurella, 
when injected, would cause all the symptoms seen in 
ordinary clinical cases. A dog died suddenly because of 
the virulence of the venom or the susceptibility of the 
animal. A very susceptible dog did not so quickly show 
the disease, but was more likely to sucenmb to it. The 
symptoms were not caused by the microbes atall. The 
microbe of distemper really weakened the system for 
other microbes to do the damage. He did not know 
what Mr. Hunting meant by corroboration : when such 
men as Ligniéres and Prof. Nocard had confirmed the 
observations, he did not know what Mr. Hunting wan- 
ted. Prof. Nocard accepted Ligniéres’ work unreserved- 
ly. With regard to the primary eruption, it was charac- 
teristic of distemper. The vesicles did not contain the 
microbe, they contained a toxin. The eruption was 
similar to that caused by drugs, such as iodide or 
bromide of potassium. The primary eruption was 


| ing the receipt of the letter in which it was 
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peculiar to distemper, but there were many other erup- 
tions such as a pustular eruption resembling that of 
follicular mange. Whenever the eruption appeared it 
generally misled the veterinary surgeon as to the true 
nature of the complaint. With regard to Capt. Butler's 
question, no protection was obtained because the fluid 
contained too small a quantity of toxin. But the course 
of distemper was very variable ; it might be a week, a 
month, or three months. Sometimes the few symptoms 
disappeared, and a week or two after the dog was ex- 
posed to a chill at a show and other symptoms devel- 
oped. Sometimes the distemper appeared nothing more 
than aslight cold. If that dog was kept warm it be- 
came immune, but if exposed to a chill it was likely to 
develop disease. Some veterinary surgeons at dog shows 
were very fond of using a thermometer to discriminate 
between a common cold and a fever, and if the dog had 
no elevation of temperature he was admitted into the 
show, and in that way distemper was disseminated. 
Dogs showing catarrhal symptoms ought to be excluded 
from a show. Even glanders might remain latent for 
months before starting the disease. 

Mr. HuNTING said that in that case there was a 
definite lung lesion, whereas in the dog there was no 
lesion produced. 

Mr. Gray asked how Mr. Hunting knew there was no 
lesion. 

Mr. HunTING said there was none mentioned in the 
paper. 

Mr. Gray said the lesion might be so small as to be 
overlooked. Frequently a dog died of the disease, and 
on a post-mortem extensive lesions were found. Because 
a lesion could not be seen it was no reason for saying 
there was none. 

Mr. SaAMson proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Gray 
for his paper, and the motion was seconded by the Hon. 
Sec., who confessed that’ he had been amused with Mr. 
Hunting’s remarks. The Pasteurella, like the little 
boy who accompanied Bill Sykes, was employed for get- 
ting throngh the window and opening the door to all the 
other diseases. Mr. Gray’s paper was a great advance In 
the literature of the diseases of distemper. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

On the proposition of Mr. Rowe, seconded by Mr. 
Howard, a vote of thanks was presented to the members 
who had exhibited specimens, and the meeting close 
with the Chairman’s announcement that at the next 
meeting a paper would be read by Mr. Hunting. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


At the meeting held at the North Eastern Hotel, 
Darlington, on Friday, December 11th, the President, 
Mr. E. R. Gibson, of Seaham Harbour, in the chair, the 
members present were :—Messrs. J. H. T:ylor, + - 
Hill, and W. N. Dobbing, Darlington; E. H. I ratt, 
Northallerton; W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle : 
G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; P. Snaith, Bishop Anek- 
land; Alexander Munro, Inspector to the Board 0! 
Agriculture ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees, ate por 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read an 
adopted. Jedg- 

A letter was read from Mr. Alfred Peele cy he 
state 
had been elected an honorary associate, and intimate 
that he hoped to take advantage of the privileses ain 
Association. » search! 

A circular letter was read from the Cancer Rest 1 fot 
Organisation, intimating that they would be gratell the 
any interesting specimens which might come _ 
hands of members. 
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A letter resigning his membership of the Association 
was read from Mr. J. Smith, Stokesley, and it was 
decided to ask him to reconsider his decision. 

It was decided to send a letter of congratulation to 
Councillor Geo. Nash, a member of the profession, on 
his election as Mayor of the ancient Borough of Rich- 
mond, Yorks. 

The SECRETARY stated that Mr. Pratt had received a 
communication from the Town Clerk of Glasgow asking 
if the Association would support a request his Council 
was making to the effect that the Sanitary Institute and 
the Institute of Public Health should hold a combined 
Congress instead of separate congresses. 

Mr. SNAITH said that had been with them the difti- 
culty, to decide which of the Congresses they should 
attend. He moved that they support the action of the 
Glasgow Corporation. 

The SECRETARY seconded, and remarked that the ex- 
nse made it almost impossible to send delegates to 
poth Congresses from that Association, and members 
also found it difficult to attend two. In a sense both 
Congresses covered the same ground. 

Mr. DupGEoN asked which was the stronger Society 
of the two, because the letter read pointed out the 
desirability of only having one Congress. Supposing 
they support the Glasgow people, were they prepared to 
take me initiative of arranging for the combined Con- 
gress 2 

The SECRETARY pointed out that the Town Clerk of 
Glasgow had appealed to both Societies. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


CASES OF HIP LAMENESS. 
E. R. Gipson, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen, in introducing the subject of hip-lameness, 
I wish in the first place to state that my remarks will 
be brief, having nothing new to propound either in the 
inatter of diagnosis or treatment, but simply to record 
cases which have come under my notice during the last 
year or two: six cases in all. Therefore, if you find my 
remarks somewhat uninteresting you must put it down 
tothe fact that 1am bringing the subject before your 
hotice with the idea of eliciting information ; and I 
hope that inany discussion which may follow we may 
lear something in reference to the treatment of these 
cases which may tend to our mutual benefit and also to 
that of our patients. 

lo me the diagnosis of the exact seat of lameness in 
the horse, except where the symptoms are most pro- 
ounced, has always been a matter of some difficulty. 
ye as there are heaven sent legislators to rule our 
able of die are there inspired veterinary surgeons, cap- 
rn diagnosing the seat of lameness in the twinkling 
pot pute I must confess I do not belong to that cate- 
pact -_ it 1s often a case of finding out where an 

hal is not lame before giving an opinion. 

wale ope In question there was no doubt as to the 
rene a the lameness, as the evidence in each case 
under - — In colliery practice the conditions 

severe i uch animals work render them more liable to 

ground _ = to the limbs than those working above 
in adryoy n the other hand the pit horse or pony works 
changes ; atmosphere, and has not such varied climatic 

W tome. with, and provided he is healthy 

contagious low 1s not likely to become the subject of 

escapes inj or infectious disease ; and therefore if he 
pare ina to his limbs, the average life will com- 

Durposes a with that of horses used for draught 

tompted _ the streets of our large towns. I am 

Reta > trike these remarks because I know this 

fant ty to the generally accepted idea as to the life 


ot animals worki..© ° : : 
te als Working in mines. The pit pony is thought 


Y those w Bas “eek : . 
se who are not intimately acquainted with the 
Sunder which he works, to be a degraded and 


“ondition 








long suffering creature whose very existence is a burden 
to him. In one colliery where a stud of 400 ponies are 
working, I make the average working life of each to be 
about eight years, which I think will compare favourably 
with those at any other class of work. 

But 1 am getting away from the subject. By hip 
lameness I mean lameness arising from an injury to, or 
abnormality of the structures in the region of the hip 
joint, and these may be roughly classified under four 
heads :— 

(1) Congenital malformations. 

(2) Fractures. 

(3) Sprain of museles or ligaments. 
(4) Muscular atrophy and paralysis. 

With congenital malformation I do not propose to 
deal, as an animal with any infirmity of that description 
is of no use for work purposes. 

Taking fractures, the most common form we have to 
deal with is fracture of the externa: angle of the ilium, 
the angle of the haunch or hook. Cases of this kind 
are not asa rule of a very serious nature and not likely 
to cause permanent disablement. The treatment to be 
adopted will depend on the severity of the injury. Place 
the animal in slings for a fortnight or three weeks, and 
this and the application of a blister is generally sufticient 
to effect a cure. 

A sequal to injury to the external angle is the forma- 
tion of an abscess below the point of injury. This 
occurs when there has been much bruising of the tissues 
without fracture of the bone itself. 

The most serious form of fracture is that of the shaft 
of the ilium, usually brought about by the animal being 
thrown violently to the ground or being in collision. In 
these cases there is great lameness, and diagnosis is 
generally easy by manipulation of the limb or by exam- 
ination per rectum. The treatment here must be to put 
the patient in slings for at least six weeks, until the heal- 
ing process is complete, the application of a blister, and 
at least another six weeks rest before being put to 
work. 

In connection with fracture of the ilium, I have on 
record a case which occurred in January, 1898, was 
treated as stated, and 1s working regularly and sound at 
the present time. 

I have had under treatment for the last two months a 
case which I take to be fracture of the great trochanter 
of the femur. Atthe time of the accident, manipulation 
revealed crepitation, examination per rectum disclosed 
no fracture of the pelvic bones, and the shaft of the 
femur was intact. The animal was put in slings, and not 
until the sixth week was there much improvement, but 
at present he seems to be on the way to recovery. _ 

| may here remark that fractures of the pelvis and 
upper part of the hind limb are more amenable to treat- 
ment than when situated in any other part of the ana- 
tomy, as the amount of muscular tissue surrounding the 
parts tends to keep the fractured ends in apposition and 
assists in the wo th process, and provided the patient 
is kept in slings for a sufficient length of time a favoura- 
ble prognosis may, as a rule, be given. Recovery may 
be slow, but when a cure is once effected it is usually 
permanent. , 

Coming neat to sprain of muscles or ligaments : 
Diagnosis of these cases is not so easy as in fracture, the 
exact muscle or ligament involved is often a matter of 
conjecture. The treatment will depend greatly on the 
severity of the injury ; as a rule the same will apply as 
in fracture, complete rest, and this is best attained by 
putting the patient in slings. 

I have on record an interesting case which occurred 
two years ago. A cart stallion when serving a mare fell 
and on rising was found to be dead lame on one hind leg, 
so much so that he would hardly put the foot to the 
eround. He was sent home by rail, and suspecting frac- 
ture I examined him carefully, but with negative results. 
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From the manner in which the limb was carried I con- : 


cluded that it was a case of sprain of some of the deeper 
muscles of the hip. The usual treatinent was adopted— 
slings, and as there was great pain the application of 
hot fomentations and anodynes. Very little improve- 
ment was noticed until the third week, and at the end 
of the fifth week he was taken out of the sling anda 
blister applied over the hip. Shortly after this, as he 
was walking sound, he was removed to another farm 14 
miles away. The following day lameness commenced 
in the opposite hind limb, quite as severe as in the first 
instance. In this case it was nearly six months before 
there was much improvement in spite of the repeated 
application of blisters. However, when recovery did 
take place he remained sound, and has since done a good 
season. This I take to have been a case of sprain of 
some of the deeper muscles having their origin from the 
lumbar region and inserted into the femur. 

The other case of muscular injury occurred in a cart 
horse which fell on slippery pavement when being shod. 
In this case there was an enlargement over the hip joint, 
and although after being under treatment for two 
months he is now at work, he is still somewhat stiff after 
a hard day. 

The next two cases, which I term muscular atrophy 
and paralysis, | have under treatment at the present 
time. Muscular atrophy occurs frequently in the region 
of the hip when there is lameness in another part of the 
limb—the atrophy of inaction. 

The first case is a pony stallion which has been serv- 
ing mares during the past season. There is no history 
of any injury to the limb. In August last my attention 
was drawn to him. There was faulty action of the off 
hind limb—not lameness, but a movement something 
like stringhalt. On examination there was found a 
slight atrophy of the muscles over the hip. <A blister 
was applied without effect, nor does any treatment seem 
to be beneficial. At the present time the whole of the 
biceps femoris and semitendonosis muscles seem to have 
disappeared. The tuber ischii and the movement of the 
great trochanter of the femur can oe seen distinctly 
under the skin. The treatment adopted has been re- 
peated blisters, and tonics internally. The cause of the 
atrophy has, | presume, been an injury to the great 
sciatic, or to the gluteal nerves. As there is no history 
of the animal having received any injury, the case re- 
mains somewhat a mystery, and I will be glad of any 
suggested remedy. 

The other case, exactly similar in detail to the last, 
occurred ina pit pony as the result of a fall. There is no 
pain or lameness, the limb is carried forward in action 
with a spasmodic jerk. There is atrophy of the whole of 
the muscles over the region of the hip. 

In conclusion, I may say that in bringing the 
foregoing cases before your notice to-day I have 
merely supplied you with se. few bare facts, and nothing 
of a very scientific nature, but I hope that my remarks 
may not have been altogether uninteresting. It is one 
of the objects of these Associations to get an interchange 
of ideas on subjects which occur in the routine of every 
day practice. 

DISCUSSION. 


Mr. BLAcKBURN said he had listened with interest to 
the paper, but he found that no mention was made of 
rheumatism. In some cases which he had had he found 
it could be attributed to nothing but rheumatism. 
There had been no anatomical changes round the hip. 
He believed it was very difticult at times to diagnose hip 
lameness. He remembered a case where another gentle- 
man diagnosed hip lameness and he ( Mr. Blackburn ) 
thought at the time it was in the hock. A good deal 
was done to this animal, but it was ultimately found to 
be in the hock. 


Mr. Taytor said he could bear out what the President 
had said as to pit ponies being particularly healthy, 
When he was in Cheshire he had a good deal to do wit) 
ponies in the salt mines, and they found them very free 
| from contagious diseases. As regards hip lamenes, wn- 
| doubtedly it was hard to diagnose at times. Sometimes 
| they met with it, but actual hip joint lameness was rare 
'with them. In cases of rheumatism he believed that 
| was the part affected. With reference to treatment, he 
thought there was nothing like putting them in slings 
‘right away. Mr. Gibson had mentioned setons. He 
| believed that in deep-seated hip lameness setons ans- 
| wered very well, particularly where it was a case of hip 
joint. Sometimes they got cases quite incurable, and 
when you made a post-mortem you found a great deal of 
vegetation round the joint, and consequent enlargement. 
Failing blisters setons might be tried oftener than they 
were. 

Mr. Pratt said he was called to see a pony a little 
while ago, and the history he got was that whilst trotting 
quietly along on the roadside it fell dead lame and had 
to be walked home. He thought at first it must have 
got something into its foot, but there was nothing there. 
He examined per rectum and the ilium could be felt 
most distinctly fractured. He often wondered when 
the pony was lame and the fracture occurred. They 
could get no history of the pony having fallen. Could 
the bone have been fractured while the pony was trot- 
ting, simply through a twist, or had it been done pres- 
iously and been thrown out of its place while the man 
was on its back? He had a dog brought to him last 
winter and the owner said that while it was trotting 
quietly along it gave a yell and went lame. You could 
feel distinctly that the head of the trochanter of the femur 
was broken, so that it had to be put down. On a post 
/mortem he found it was broken in three places. 
Mr. Hitt said he had hoped to hear some diagnostic 
| symptoms of hip lameness. They had horses brought 
| to them, and the men who brought them would swear tt 

was in the hip, yet there was no particular diagnostic 
| symptoms of actual hip lameness. He had seen atropliy 
| of the muscles to an awful extent in mares after foaling. 
He knew one case where the animal had been setoned 
for three months but it had no effect, and he couldnt 
see where the good came in. In the hip he thouglit 
setoning might do. Repeated blistering in atrophy 
the muscles after foaling generally brought mares up © 
their normal condition. With regard to injury of te 
psoas muscles, they often got it in the case of horses that 
had fallen in the ditch when the loins were injured badly. 
In cases of that kind nothing was better than giving the 
animal a complete rest. He did not believe in applyimt 
a blister for some time. A fortnight or three week tot 
rest was what was needed. 

The SEcRETARY said they were continually meet! 
with cases of hip lameness in practice, but it was 4 ¢ itt: 
cult thing to diagnose. The more experience one hat 
had the more reluctant one was to come to a conclusi!: 
He had had a case that week. The animal had — 
lame twice from an injury to the coronet. He order’ 
it to be poulticed, and waited until the previous ry 
when to his astonishment a little pus was oozing outé 
the heel of the foot. With regard to hip lamene 
generally he usually examined per rectum. He remet” 
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peated blisters and believed from them you got a good 
effect. 


Mr. DupGEon said the President had given them | 
He did not think any | 


definite cases of hip lameness. 
gentleman ‘could give them positive diagnostic symp- 
toms of hip lameness. The horse was brought out and 
you could see it was lame about the hip, but, like Mr. 
Gibson, he followed the golden rule to find out where it 
was not lame. He had met with horses in exactly the 
same condition as described by Mr. Awde. _ Instead of 
diagnosing hip lameness and laying him off, the horse 
was about in a few days. He remembered one peculiar 
case of fracture. 
Church, was taken out of the cart and walked to Stam- 
ford Hill, a distance of four miles. He (Mr. Dudgeon) 
was sent for, but on his arrival the animal was dead. 
There was a fracture of the floor of the pelvis, but the 
animal had bled to death. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said with reference to diag- 
nosing cases, he found there was some anatomical 
changes so that lameness was very pronounced, and it 
was difficult to see whether the animal was lame in the 
hip or not. Ina lot of cases perhaps the animal had 
been lame for some time and you were at a loss to find 
out where it waslame. In the two cases of atrophy of 
the muscles he had referred to the atrophy commenced 
before there was any lameness whatever. 

Mr. SNAITH proposed a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his paper, and said a case came under his 
notice where there was very pronounced atrophy of the 
muscles. The animal struck one leg against another 
very violently. He (Mr. Snaith) did nothing to the hip, 
but attended to the ankle, and after the animal had been 
kept idle for some time turned him out after applying 
a blister to the part affected. With reference to pit 
ponies being particularly free from disease, he remarked 
that you could get any kind of climatic conditions in a 
pit except sunshine. 

The vote having been seconded by Mr. Dobbing, was 
heartily agreed to. 








SWINE FEVER. 
To the Editor of Zhe Scotsman. 

Sir,—Very surprising—to use a mild term—are still 
the doings of the Board of Agriculture in the western 
suburban piggeries and in the County of Mid-Lothian. 
For ten years now the Board has been trying to bring 
about the extirpation of this contagious disease there, 
but the end seems as far off as ever. 

_ The Board—it may be remembered---began its opera- 
tions in the early nineties in a very leisurely manner. 
nan outbreak of swine fever there was no particular 
hurry. The administration of the Swine Fever Act 
Was practically taken out of the hands of the veterinary 
profession and entrusted to sixty or eighty laymen, 
assisted by the police. Delay, neglect, and malpractice 
ave been common, hence, undoubtedly, in a very 
‘reat Measure the spread and long continuance of the 
‘(Usease, 

«, Retired gentlemen from the Army and age Civil 

‘vice men, and private individuals have all along 
een the Be ard of Agriculture swine fever travelling in- | 
a lheir chief in Scotland for many years was | 
t a tk sea captain, The village constables all | 
nn - have been the Mid-Lothian swine fever veteri- | 
granting Pe ely examining the animals and | 
receathe ho. retusing licences for movement. Quite 
compell , _ ever, the Board has been pleased—« or rather 

rs of the to appoint a score or two of eminent mem- 
veterinar le veterinary profession as their own special 
county Y surgeons, with limited powers—one for a 

» One, in some instances, for two or three 


“ounties. When a suspected case is reported all the! 


The animal slipped by Shoreditch | 


| local practitioners are passed over, and one of these 
eminent veterinarians is dispatched—often a long dis- 
tance—to determine the existence or non-existence of 
contagious disease. The spectacle of a Professor or 
Principal of a school rushing down from Edinburgh ‘a 
day after date to certify whether the shepherd’s little 
pig at the foot of the Lammermoors had died of fever 
or of the measles is worthy of the Board of Agriculture. 

At first the Board granted fair compensation to 
owners of animals affected, but after some years’ experi- 
ence this was found to cost too much money, and was 
almost entirely discontinued. Save half price for the 
few animals first seized the Board now as a rule grants 
no compensation. The other diseased animals are not 
“stamped out,” but allowed to die or partially recover. 
Diseased and decomposing carcases lie about the 
premises for days, periodic burials—-generally twice a 
week—taking place under charge of the constable. The 
disease is allowed to run its course for weeks and 
months, the Board in its wisdom having decided that 
stamping-out is really not actualiy nceessary in swine 
fever, the best course being to hermetically shut up the 
infected premises and wait the course of events—-mean- 
while scheduling and preventing movement in that dis- 
trict for miles around. 

Swine fever has now existed in three or four of the 
Western suburban piggeries for at least two months, 
but the disease has not died out; it is living still, and 
is spreading to the adjacent premises—-a fresh outbreak 
of some twenty-five cases occurring a few days ago. 
Meanwhile six parishes in the county, one in the city 
and burgh of Leith, are scheduled—all movement pro- 
hibited save under licence from a constable. The pig 
trade is practically put a stop to; all interested put to 
great inconvenience and loss; and all this to bolster 
up the dilatory, bungling policy of the Board of Agri- 
culture. 

The Magistrates of Edinburgh last week turned a deaf 
ear to the application of the Auction Mart authorities 
and others, backed by the Scottish Chamber of Agricul- 
ture, and “ decided not to express an opinion” on the 
advice of their veterinary inspector. This gentleman’s 
public advice is snrely strangely at variance with his 
private opinion freely expressed. Possibly being one of 
the extremely few veterinarians favoured by the Board 
of Agriculture he finds himself a little fettered. The 
Mid-Lothian local authority under the Contagious 
Diseases Animals Act, too, has years ago been put to 
silence. For the sake of economy, and at the instigation 
of the Board of Agriculture, it deposed its veterinary 
surgeons as swine fever inspectors, and pepennes the 
county constables in their stead. It meekly bows to the 
dictates of the Board, and says “it has no power.” 
Happy Board of Agriculture ! the dread of which is on 
our public bodies ; but, alas ! for the poor pigs and their 
owners. 

Up before the Parliamentary Committee in March, 
1893, it was suggested that the first step towards the 
eradication of swine fever was the licensing of the pig 
geries. If aman desired to make a living by the feed- 
ing of pigs he should provide proper premises for them, 
premises which could be readily and easily cleansed, in 











which overcrowding could be prevented, and proper 
ventilation and cleanliness ensured. It was also snug 
gested that in districts where swine fever was apt to 
make its appearance the Board might with advantage 
arrange with some good local veterinary surgeon to regu- 
larly visit the premises and take every precaution likely 
to prevent recurrence. Prevention in all contagious 
disease, but especially in swine fever, being the chief end 
aimed at. And if an outbreak did unfortunately oecur 
it was further pointed out that there should be no delay; 
that all the means and measures so successfully employ- 
ed in pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and-mouth disease 
should be at once applied to swine fever, fair compensa- 
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tion being given to the owners to encourage them to re- | spilling of the blood of the diseased animals that the 
port, and not hide the existence of the fever. This | disease was most readily spread. Under those circun- 
scheme, or one on some such basis, one would think, | stancesit wasapparent that no question of Compensa- 
commends itself to common-sense and ordinary judg- | tion could arise, unless it was suggested that public 
ment, but the Board of Agriculture would have none of | funds should be utilised solely for the purpose of re- 
it, preferring its own formidable and plausible plan with | couping owners for losses sustained by anthrax. The 
the above deplorable results. It was known in 1893 | adoption of such an arrangement would, however, be 
that the extinction of swine fever was, to use a common | opposed to the “arm governing the payment of com- 
term, “a bigger job” than either pleuro-pneumonia or | pensation, which proceeded upon the assumption that 
foot-and-inouth disease, an undertaking which would | the public at large would receive an advantage corres- 
tax all the Board’s tact and resources, and it certainly | ponding to the amount paid to the individual stock- 
should not have been handed over to lay officials and | owner. 
constables. | A long discussion followed, and considerable dis- 

The “ contrairiness” of the porcine race is proverbial, | appointment was expressed at what was regarded as 
and in swine fever it would fee appear to be contag- | the very unsatisfactory attitude of the Board of Agri- 
ious, for as has been often and truly remarked, “the culture. 
Board of Agriculture has done everything except what | A Committee was appointed to consider the whole 
it should have done to stay the plague among the pigs.” | question. Colonel Cotton-Jodrell was re-elected Presi- 
The Board has nursed, and is now nursing, the disease | dent, and the other officers were appointed.— Liverpou! 
well, and seems loath to part from it.—I am, ete., Post. 

C. CUNNINGHAM. | = 








Slateford, Jan. 19th, 1904. 








— Soe =) | Horses at the St. Louis World’s Fair. 


The Universal Exposition of 1904 at St. Louis, U.S.A. 
offers more than 93,000 dollars in prizes to exhibitors of 
horses and asses. There are 2,698 awards possible in 
this division of the World’s Fair Live Stock Show, dis- 
tributed among these classes: Trotter, Thoroughbred, 


ANTHRAX AND COMPENSATION. 


The annual meeting of the Cheshire Chamber of 
Agriculture was held at Crewe, on Monday, Jan. 18th, 
Col. Cotton-Jodrell presiding over a large attendance. 
A letter was read from the Board of Agriculture reply- Percheron, French Draft, Clydesdale, Shire, French 
ing to a resolution communicated to them by the Coach, English Coach, German Coach, Hackney, 
Cheshire Chamber on the subject of anthrax and sug- Morgan, Belgian, Saddle, Suffolk Punch, and Arabian 
gesting compensation. The letter stated that the Board | horses ; Shetland ponies, and jacks and jennets in the 
regretted that they did not find themselves in agreement | breeding classes; mules, ponies in harness, harnes 


with the views expressed by the Cheshire Chamber. In 
considering whether or not the slaughter was likely to 
rove an effective weapon in combating anthrax, it was 


| horses, roadsters, drafters, expressers, artillery, cavalry, 
coach, saddle, omnibus, and fire department horses in 
| the classes for market types. 


important that the particular characteristics of the The exhibition of those classes will not continue 
disease should be kept in view. Anthrax was a com- | through the seven months of the Exposition, but will 
municable disease, but it was not transmissable from | open August 22nd and close September 3rd, 194. 
living diseased animals to healthy ones in anything like | Following these dates will come some of the large live 
the same manner as in the case of cattle plague, foot-and- | stock shows in America, which will afford additional 
mouth disease, and other animal diseases of a contagious | opportunity for the exhibitors from other countries t? 
nature. In the case of those diseases slaughter might, | display stock shown at the Universal Exposition. 

under certain conditions, be resorted to, but the The list of prizes for horses and asses may be had by 
adoption of such a course in the case of anthrax might | addressing Mr. F. D. Coburn, Chief of the Department 
afford a means of spreading disease. The blood was, | of Live Stock, World’s Fair St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A. 

in anthrax, the seat of the danger, and it was by the 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, 






































Summary or Returns, WEEK ENDING JANUARY 23 19U4. 
a y Foot: | Glancers : Kabies. : 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | (including | Canes Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Karey) Confirmed. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Ont. | Ani- ‘ Out- | Slaugb- 
breaks| mals. {breaks| mals. [bresks mals. Dogs. Other breaks. | tered 
Week ended January 23, 1904 | 24 30 | + | oe | 29 | Gl 33 = 
1903 sn 92 | 422] .. ue ae S Oe ee 30 134 
Corresponding week in / 196? os 15 32 ie Re 22 | 59 1 “ss 34 re 
Y=: 1901 13 | 22 1 3 1 30 | 64 33 323 
Total for 4 weeks, 1904 i a 81 100 | .. | 100 | 222 | .. | .. | 122 m4 
(1908, aS: we ww ee ee - | on 
Corresponding period in | 1902 mn 64 99 re me 95 209 2 by 152 yer 
1901 ee 44 64 | 1 3 { 98 209 ae 1 132 " 











* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 26th, 1904. 
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Fanuary 30, 1gO4 


The Practice at the Royal Veterinary College. 


At the North London Police Court on Tuesday Sid- 
ney Withers, 18, labourer, of Amhurst Road, Hackney, 
appeared on a charge of cruelly torturing a horse by 
walking it whilst in an unfit state at St. Paul’s Road, 
Canonbury. 

At the last hearing Constable 450 N. said he found 
the accused leading the horse. It was hobbling along on 
three legs, the near foreleg being apparently dislocated. 

Mr. Henry King Shaw, F.R.C.V.S., now said that he 
had examined the horse and found it very lame from 
diseased fetlock joint ; both tendons were strained, and 
there was ossification of the coronet. 

Mr. Fordham: The defence set up 
animal was under treatment at the 
College, Camden Town. 

Mr. Shaw said he saw no indication of an operation, 
but one might have taken place. 

The owner (who was in Court) said that an operation 
was performed last week, and he was told to bring the 
horse up last Friday, or, better still, last Monday. 

The Prisoner : When I took it out it was not lame. 

Mr. Fordham : Is it possible that that could be, so Mr. 
Shaw ? 

Mr. Shaw said it was not. 

Mr. Fordham : Of course, it will make a material 
difference to me in dealing with the case if one of the 

professors of the College directed the owner to walk the 
Lae to Camden Town on Monday. I suppose these 
operations are carried out by properly ciualified sur- 
geons—the students are not allowed to deal with them ! 

Mr. Shaw: The horses are taken to the College, and 
the pupils practice on them. 

Mr. Fordham adjourned the case (bail allowed) for the 
attendance of the person who had operated upon the 
horse at the College, if he would not attend of his own 
accord he would grant a summons.—7'he Echo. 
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Personal. 


ArmstronG- -LEacH.—On the 20th Jan., at St. James’ 
Church, Exeter, by the Rev. Phillip Williams, assisted 
by Rev. C. K. Wooleombe, Wiitiam Dritiworrs, 
youngest son of Elliott Armstrong, Esq., of Hereford, to 
Mabe, Mary, youngest daughter of the late Edward 
Leach, Esq., MLR.C.V.S., of Exeter. 


GOLDEN Weppinc.—Barrp—-SHanp.—At Dean St., 
Edinburgh, on the 19th Jan., 1854, by the Rev. Alex. 

Brown, Free St. Bernards, CoLin CAMPBELL BatrrD, 
Yetermmary surgeon, Cupar Fife, to HELEN Burton, 
second daughter of Mr. THomas SHAND, Stockbridge, 





ainbargh. Present address, 17 Union Place, Edin- 
Urgh, 


Wooney.—At Oaktied, Kirriemuir, on 22nd inst., the 
Wile of A. H. Wooley, M.R.C.V.S., of a daughter. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
: Wark Orrice, PALL Mau, Jan. 22. 


wail T. E. W. Lewis from the seconded list to be 


i = ; . 
i A Argyle, gent., to be Lieutenant on augmentation. 


IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 


id dlesex (Duke of Cambridge’s Hussars).—William 
‘ "Tagg to be Vet.-Lieut. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


VESTIGIAL DIGITS OF HORSE. 
Sir, 

Thanks to help of many professional and scientific 
friends, 1 have been able to revise and greatly enlarge the 
new edition of ‘‘ Points of the Horse,’’ which has just been 
published. It contains 660 illustrations, but unfortunately 
I have not been able to obtain specimens to illustrate the 
very interesting fact that the splint bones of the horse 
have digits before birth, as stated in the following extract 
from the book in question : 

‘** The elaboratesinvestigations of Cossar Ewart show us 
that a horse, during the early stages of his life, has, like 
the Mesohippus, three digits on each limb. ‘The vesti- 
gial (second and fourth) digits are best developed when the 
foetus is about 22 weeks old, at which time it is about 14 
inches long. The first joint (that between the metacarpal 
and the long pastern bone) of these digits persists till after 
birth ; the second joint (that between the long and short 
pastern bones) is the first to go; and the third joint (that 
between the short pastern bone and the pedal bone) is the 
next to disappear, which it does, wheu the foetus is about 
five months old.’’ 

1 would be greatly obliged if any of your readers would 
most kindly send me a fore leg of an equine foetus, so that 
I might be able to take photographs to illustrate the fore- 
going remarks. To do this fully, specimens of different 
ages would be required. I would need only the part of the 
leg between the knee and fetlock. Of course, such speci- 
mens could be obtained only by a miscarriage.—Yours 
truly, M. H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S. 


THE PROSPECTS OF THE VETERINARY 
PRACTITIONER. 
Sir, 

In connection with the discussion on Mr. Lloyd’s paper 
Prof. Macqueen is reported to have said ‘* There is not the 
slightest doubt that new fields of occupation will have to be 
found for the coming veterinary surgeons, and there are a 
few appointments in connection with local authorities that 
may be filled, but certainly those appointments will not take 
up all the unemployed of the future generation of students.’* 
Well, not to speak of future generations, what about the 
present day partially employed and struggling veterinary 
surgeons? The profession is said to havea glorious future 
before it, and painted to students in glowing colours. But 
alas! how different when one comes into actual practice. 
Unless the newly-fledged M.R.C.V.S. has an independent 
income or enough money to purchase a practice, he soon 
finds the money expended graduating is out of all propor- 
tion to the prospects of the profession. I believe in Scot- 
land there is only like one V.S. in ten making over £200 a 
year in fees, of course incomes will always be a matter of 
speculation, but a perusal of the income tax papers as re- 
turned by the various members of the profession would 
show some interesting statistics and startling disclosures. 

That the profession is overcrowded is obvious, and those 
thinking of entering should carefully consider, if upon the 





whole, the ‘‘ game is worth the candle.”’ M.R.C.V.S. 
MILK DROP. 
Sir, 
‘*This I know, and know full well, 


, 


I do not like thee ‘ Lactea! Intoxication ’ 


It is not Brownian and savours somewhat of the bar: 
if this is ambiguous, Joni soit qui mal y pense. I rather 
prefer our old inaccurate name, milk fever. Milk is 
better than lacteal, and fever, if untrue, is boldly so 
and does not deceive even Mr. Upton, or his Devonshire 
farmer as to the amount of ‘‘ strong inflammation ’’ present 
—intoxication is too well known to the farmersof our 


Western garden to be approved of in the case of a cow, 
and I know full well the pangs that have assailed my 
friends {when 1 have spoiled a bottle of good whiskey— 





there is no bad whiskey, says Sandy, but some is better 
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than others—by putting in a nauseous drug, often liq. 
sacchar. ust., before administering to combat the collapse of 
“drop,’’ the name which, to my mind, best suits the disease 
as it is comprehensive and non-committal. 

Though I have carped at the name, I am in full accord 
with Mr. Beeson’s article of December 19th. Especially 
his preventive treatment, which an old farmer who had 
lost twenty successive cases told me he had adopted in these 
words ‘‘ Now I turn the b out for a month before calv- 
ing and let ’em earn their living on the moor, and they and 
Ihave forgotten what the ‘drop’ is.’’ Mr. Beeson’s advice 
to treat the complicating symptoms is very sound, and if 
more generally carried out would remove some of the odium 
wrongly cast on Schmidt’s treatment. 





THE Docror SauHrs. 





Communications, Books anp PApeRS RECEIVED.—Messrs. 
E. Wallis Hoare, Wm. Scott, W.Awde, W.H. Flook, 
J.A.W. Dollar. Prof. H.Taylor. F.E.P. M.R.C.V.S. 

‘* The Province of Ontario; Its Resources, Climate, etc.’’ 
Prospectus—Agricultural Mutual Insurance Society, Ltd. The 
Scotsman, The Welshman. 








We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers containing facts of interest. 








Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.R.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.): Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.8., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 


Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
CrentraL V.M.S. 


Pres. Mr. R. Porch, F.8.c.v.8., 
Farm Lane, Walham Green, S.W. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, r.n.c.v.s., 
29 Sprirg-st., Hyde Park, W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Centra V.A. oF TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m.x.c.v.s., Kilpatrick, Mullingar 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. J. Vahey, .R.c.v.s., Ballinrobe 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey, m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Fred. Morton Wallis, m.n.c.v.s., Halstead, Essex 


Hon. Sec.: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.x.c.v.s. Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 


Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. Walter Gardner 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. Chas. Allen, F.R.c.v.s., 


35 North Frederick st., Dublin 


Mr. J. McKenny, .R.c.v.s. 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


LaNcASHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Packman, m.r.c.v.s., The Wylde, Bury 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Mancheste 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincoutnsHIkE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. H. Caulton Reeks, F.n.c.v.s., Spalding 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Turner, m.n.c.v.s., Sleaford 
Treas: Mr. E.C. Russell, m.x.c.v.s., Grantham 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Frank H. Gibbing, r.r.c.v.s., Nottingham 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥.R.0.v.s., 


Hn, Sec. 


Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 


Meetinys, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, an 


NationaL VET. ASsocraTION. 

Pres: Mr. C. Allen, F.n.c.v.s., North Frederick-st., Dublin 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s. 

Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.B.c.v.s., Whitechapel, Lonavun. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & MortvaL 
DEFENCE Society. 

Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.8.c.v.s., Tower-st, Manchester 

Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, r.r.c.v.s., Manchester 


Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.k.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchest«r 


New Sovutn Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.s. 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, n. and a.s. 


Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, m.R.c.v.s. 
Nortu or Eneuanp V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. Craik, m.R.c.v.s., Alu wick 

Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibsor, m.R.c.v.s. 


25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


NortH or Scotianp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. McLauchlan Youny, F.R.c.v.s., Univ. Aberdeen 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, w.r.c.v.s., Elgin 


Norto Wars Y.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. R. Price, y.x.c.v.s., Tarvin 

Aton. Sec. T.C,. Howatson, m.k.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. P. Owen, m.r.c.v.s., Thame 


Hon. Sec: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, M.B.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 


Hon. Treas: Mr. J. P.S. Walker, F.R.c.v.s., Oxford 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 
Roya. Scortisn V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.z c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 
Royat VETERINARY CoLLEGE M.A. 
Pres: Professor Macqueen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. L. Jones, m R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. E. Brown 
Scottish Merropouitan V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. John Connochie, m.R.c.v.s., Aytoun me 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Jc hn Aitken, Junr., m.n.c.v.s., Dalkeith 


Souty Duruam anp NortH YorkKsHIrE V.M.A. 


Pres.: Mr. E. &. Gibson, m.R.c.v.s., Seaham Harbour 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.¢.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 


Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dee. 


SouTHERN Countizs V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. C. Pack, m.Rr.c.v.s, Lymington 


Hon. Sec: Mr. F. Spencer, m.R.c.v.s., 
Claremont House, Basingstoke 


Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.n.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Transvaal V.M.A. ; 
Pres: Cupt. Irvine Smith, South Afric .n Constabulary 
Hen. Sec: Mr. Kirby Pilkington, m.x.c.v.s., Johannesburs 


WESTERN Counties V.M.A. 
r| Pres: Mr. W. Ascott, m.r.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, M.R.c.v.8., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and Novem 
West or Scotrann V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety. Coll. Glaseo" 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. J. Bishop, m.8.c.v-s.. . 
754 Garscube Roud, Glasge 
YorksHIRE V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. S. Wharam. m.r.c.v.s., Sholebrok 
Hon. See; Mr.J Clarkson, m.x.c.v.s., Garforth, nr. 
Treas: Mr. J. E. Scriven, m x.c.v.s., ‘l'adcaster aod? 
d | Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, snd October, 
Ttursday in July. 


e Avenue, Leet 
Leeds 





¥riday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
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